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ABSTRACT 

New York State's long history of interest in 
libraries has provided a series of studies and evaluations of library 
service dating back to the 1940's. Because of this, a broad and 
we 11- planned base already existed from which the New York State 
Long-Range Plan for Library Service was developed. As a result, it is 
necessary to read this plan in relation to the "Report of the 
Commissioner of Education's Committee on Library Development" (1970), 
which recommends directions and ways of meeting needs of library 
users (ED 042 482), and "Library Service: A Statement of Policy and 
Proposed Action by the Regents of the University of the State of New 
York" (1970), a position paper (ED 045 101) . In order to make maximum 
use of diverse resources for the maximum number of people, the 
development of systems and networks of libraries is the chosen method 
of providing "convenient free access to local libraries" to meet the 
needs of "any State resident, regardless of age." (Other State Plans 
are: LI 003 985 through LI 003 990, and LI 003 992 and LI 003 993.) 
(Author/ NH) 
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PREFACE 



New York State has a long history of interest in libraries 
that has provided a series of studies and evaluations of 
1 ibrary service dating back to the 1 9^0 * s . Because of this, 
a broad and we 1 1 -planned base already existed from which 
to develop the New York State Long-Range Plan for Library 
Service required under the Library Services and Construction 
Act. It is necessary to read this plan, as a result, in 
relation to the Report of the Comiissioner of Education's; 
Committee on Library Development (1970), which recommends 
directions and ways of meeting needs of library users, and 
Library Cervine: A statement of Policy and Proposed Action 
by the Regents of the University of the date oj New York 
(1970), A Position Paper, No. 8 of a Series. 

The Library Services and Construction Act requires a 
long-range plan that considers the totality of library 
service in the State and that includes programs that. will 
not, or cannot, be funded under the act. In effect, the 
plan mu s t touc h on a 1 I types of libraries providing libiaiy 
.service in the State of New York regardless of sources of 
fund i ng . 

The LSCA Long-Range Plan, according to Federal Regula- 
tions, "shall be annua I i y rev i.ewed and revised." Experience 
and normal patterns of development inherent in any plan 
naturally require updating and revision, but substantive 
change s are no t expec ted . Ra t her , f rom this first plan it 
is expected that changes will be evolutionary rather than 
revol u t ionary . 
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Libraries* and the advice of Mrs. Eleanor Smith, the 
regional library program officer of the U.S. Office of 
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BACKGROUND 

5 1 • Governmental structure within which library planning operates. 

8 II* Governmental structure w i thin which 1 jbrar ies , 1 i brary systems, and 

networks operate. 

13 ill. Physical features and geographica 1 boundar ies . 

16 IV. The people of the State: 

16 V. Organ i za t ions af feet ing 1 i brary service . 

17 VI. Constraints and limitations affecting library service. 

18 GOALS 

20 CRITERIA FOR PRIORITIES 
OBJECTIVES 

23 1. Public library program. 

To meet user needs of the general public by improving, developing, 
s t reng then i ng , and extend i ng pub! i c 1 i brary serv i ces . 

23 A - Service to the disadvantaged. 

1 - Employ State and Federal aid in the most effective methods to 
improve, expand, and strengthen public library service to meet 
user needs and further extend library service to the disadvantaged. 

25 B - Service to the blind and physically handicapped unable to use 

conventional printed 1 i brary mater ial s. 

1 - Employ State and Federal aid in the most effective methods to 
improve, expand, and strengthen public 1 i brary serv ice to meet 
user needs and further extend I ibrary serv ice to the blind and 
phys ical ly handicapped. 

26 C - Development of met ropol i tan libraries to strengthen the i r information, 

reference , and research functions . 

1 - Establ ish an intersystem acquisition, cata loging, and processing 

prog ram to serve i n i t i a 1 1 y me t ropol i tan 1 ibrary systems. Ultimately, 
it is expected that this programwould be expanded to include all 
public library systems, and such development would take cognizance 
of national developments in the catalog, data, and processing fields. 

2 - Stimulate provision of adequate reference/ i n forma t i on personnel to 

strengthen metropolitan libraries and central libraries of a system. 

3 - Strengthen, improve, and develop metropol i tan library service by 

provision of added library materials and funds for development. 

31 D - Improvement of public 1 ibrary systems to meet increased user needs 

requiring more sophisticated library service in public library systems 
and their member libraries by increased funding, planning, program 
development, and construction of physical facilities. 

1 - Meet increased and more demanding user needs for more sophisticated 

library services by improving and strengthening public library 
systems through increased funding. 

2 - Develop statewide program of planning for I ibrary systems through 

State consultant services. 

3 - Develop plans for new and increased services at system level when 

State aid formula is increased and modified. 

- Encourage systems and libraries to develop materials collections 
and programs related to and supporting educational role of the 
public library (i.e. - external degree, high school equivalency 
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examinations.- career, education, and so forth) and p-ogr.;.ms • . 
of special interest-- (Right to 'Read . disadvantaged and. non- 
English speaking, drug abuse education, environmental 

ecology, and so forth). 

5 - To construct physical facilities required to provide 
adequate support for services of systems and' public 
1 i brar ies. 

E - Establishment and/or reorganization of public library outlets. 

1 - Encourage the establ i shment of additional public library 
outlets in areas without convenient access to an existing 
outlet where justified in terms of an adequate minimum 
population to be served, ability to provide an adequate 
minimum level of tax support, and distance from. other 
available publ jc I i brary ou t 1 e ts . Encourage the reorgani- 
zation of existing public library outlets into those of 
more adequate, and useful size where such reorganization 
would result in better library service to users by increasing 
and enriching resources of and/or combining existing 
inadequate outlets. 

Academic and research 1 i brary program. • 

To further the development of the Reference and Research Library 
Resources (3R 1 s) program on both the State and regional levels. 

A - To further develop the Reference and Research Library ^ Resources 
(3R's) program including closer cooperation of the 3R's and 
the public library programs to provide improved reader access 
to research library networks and services. The aim is to meet 
the needs of "serious" library users, i.e., college students, 
faculty, business and industry, doctors, lawyers, educators, 
and other professional personnel and independent researchers, 
for advanced I i brary materials. 

Institution library program. 

To provide convenient access for persons undergoing custodial care, 
habil itation, or rehabilitation to library services i.uffic ientto 
meet their needs for therapy, information, and recreation. 

A - Development of institution I i brary system. 

1 - Establish an institutional library system to serve residents 
undergoing custodial care, habil i tat ion, or rehabilitation 
in publicly supported institutions stat ew i dc . 

Improvement of institution libraries by demonstration and 
consultant services. 

I - Use available Federal funds under LSCA in most effective 
way to assist in development o'” institution librai *e r > to 
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meet the needs of residents of health 
correctional institutions. 



we 



fare, ai 



^3 



**3 



IV. School library program. 

To further develop, improve, and extend school library programs to 
better serve the needs of students and teachers. 
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To serve the I i brary needs of students and teachers; to incense 
the capacity of school libraries to support the educational and 
instructional program of the school; to develop effective 
methods to improve, expand, and strengthen school library servee 
throughout the State to the end that children become lifelong 
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